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‘ How to use this revision guide:

/CQ Stage 1: RECAP )

Using the information in this revision guide, you must start by
recapping on the knowledge you have learnt. This can be done in a
few ways. For example: make notes; flash cards; posters and mind

maps. Do not simply copy the information. Try and reduce the
information into your own words. You may wish to use highlighters,
\ colour and images to help make your notes more engaging. /

¥

4 Stage 2: REVIEW ﬁ\

Once you have made your revision notes, it is then time to review
this knowledge. There are 10 review tasks throughout this revision
guide. When you reach them try to answer the 10 questions without

looking at your notes. The answers to these review tasks can be
found at the back of this revision guide. If you get an answer
wrong, try to come back to this question at a later stage in your

\ revision. /

. 2

4 \/ Stage 3: APPLY A

The final stage of your revision is to apply this knowledge to exam
questions. These can be found throughout this revision guide
together with guidance on how to answer the 4 different exam
questions for this module. You can either answer these exam
questions in full (maybe even under timed conditions) or you can
simply plan an answer out. Model answers for 7+ and 5+ can be

\ found at the back of this revision guide. /




REVISION CHECKLIST:

Topic

(O

Recap

Review

Apply

Part 1: PEACEMAKING

What were the aims of 'The Big Three?

What were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?

. How did the Allies react to the terms of the

Treaty?

How did the Germans react to the terms of the
Treaty?

What were the strengths and weaknesses of the
Treaty?

Part 2: THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

What were the aims and structure of the League?

How successful was the League in the 1920s?

How far did international agreements help the
League?

How did the Depression affect the work of the
League?

10.

What happened during the Manchurian Crisis?

11.

How did the League respond to the Abyssinian
Crisis?

12.

Why did the League fail by 1939?

Part 3: THE ORIGINS OF WORLD WAR II

13.

What were Hitler's foreign policy aims?

14.

How did Hitler break the terms of the Treaty,
1933-35?

15.

Why and how was the Rhineland remilitarised?

15.

How did Hitler achieve Anschluss?

16.

What was the Sudeten Crisis?

18.

Was Appeasement a good idea?

19.

What was the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

20. Why did World War II break out?




TIMELINE

—

91
11™ November - Armistice is signed - WWI is over

(o)

—

91
June - Treaty of Versailles is signed

\O

1921
Poland invades Vilna; the Aaland Islands crisis

1923
August - Corfu crisis

1925
October - Greek-Bulgarian dispute
October-December - Locarno Treaties

1929
October - Wall Street Crash - leads to Great Depression

1931
September - Mukden Incident; Japan invades Manchuria

1933
January - Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany
October - Hitler (& Germany) leaves the World Disarmament Conference

1934
July - Dollfuss, Austrian Chancellor murdered by Austria Nazis

1935

January - Saar Plebiscite

March - 'Freedom to Rearm Rally' - Hitler showed off weapons and troops that he had been building
secretly.

June - Anglo-German Naval Treaty

October - Mussolini invades Abyssinia

1936

March - remilitarisation of the Rhineland
October - Rome-Berlin Axis

November - Anti-Comintern Pact

1938

March - Anschluss achieved

September - Chamberlain meets Hitler

October - German troops invade and occupy the Sudetenland

1939
August - Nazi-Soviet Pact
September - Invasion of Poland; World War IT begins




Part 1: PEACEMAKING

1. What were the aims of 'The Big Three'?

T![eendofthef‘irstWorldWar

The First World War was fought from 1914 to 1918 and was the bioodiest war the world
had ever seen. At the end of the war the Germans surrendered and signed an armistice
saying that they would:

* payreparations K
ol
* give Alsace-Lorraine back to France l l

* move the German army out of the Rhineland

The aims of the A map showing Alsace-Lomaine and the Rhincland
peacekeepers N A A
In January 1919, 32 countries met in the ' e P A /;' ,‘
Palace of Versailles to decide the terms of 2 il 7 g

the final peace treaties. This became known
as the Paris Peace Conference

The discussions were led by the ‘Big
Three": David Lioyd George, Prime Minister
of Britain, Georges Clemenceau, Prime
Minister of France, and Woodrow Wilson,
President of the USA. There was a great deal
of pressure on these leaders; they had to
make a peace that would keep everyone
happy, but Europe was falling apart so they
needed to act quickly,

Leader
Georges
Clemenceau

Country  Aims
France . Wanud&mlopaghvmmmmcdafasdhmhwmwn
* Wanted revenge for all the lives lost

’ . Aimed to weaken Germany so it could never attack again
. Wbmedmpshﬁmunmbﬂmhﬂhinnﬁmhpc@bmﬂ&dm

Evid Lloyd Eritain * Wanted a cautious approach- British pubfic wanted Germany to be punished, but Uloyd Georpe
George feared this would lead to bermany wanting revenge
. WantedtakecpCermrgstrmgsoitcoumrademh&m-nardxusammturmmsm

* Aimed to gain Gennantaaiesmaddn:tmedﬁshw-
*  Wanted navsl suptemacy by reducing Germany's navy

Woodrow Wilson | USA . Vlantedafairpeace,so&rmngmidnmseaw
. ﬁwmhmmamwaamﬁmw
wmedunoimeseas;mwmerianmﬁtduﬁum&et&?zgewnfﬂ&m
affairs sgain

S

¢ The Big Three met at the Paris Peace Conference to agree the Treaty of Versailles

* Each man wanted to achieve different things, and each nation put pressure on e eader = WO They wzrsd
* The Big Three had 10 act quickiy as Europe was unstabie after the war




2. What were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?

The terms of the treaty

* The Treaty of Versailies was signed on 28 June 1919

o The final treaty was a Diktat - Germany was not allowed to negotiate the terms

¢ The Germans were devastated by the final terms, and the Big Three weren't realy
satisfied either,

These wore the terms Germany had 1o agree to
.

{
Article 231 the war guint Danzig was taken from
clause Germany
Article 232: reparations - the The German army was | |
amaunt was set #t £6,600 1o 100,000 men
million in 1921 <
.
E;%%?m ;::‘r:'u:m':oo SUNy R IVl
: . the Polish Corndor
officers
i <
Anschiuss was fortusden %‘,‘3&{ Conecription was not aliowed
The German navy was only SSUEE MR U Ve Wt
llowed six biattleships o e i
” for 1S years
— +
ey s e nonan
not join
Germany was not allowed Germanys colonies were
tanks, submarines or an alr given to the League of Nations
force s mendates .
g

¢ No one was really satisfied with the Treaty of Versailles.

¢ The Germans felt that it was unfairly harsh, and that the miltary, territorial and
economic terms they faced would ruin them




ﬁ REVIEW QUIZ 1: Treaty of Versailles - aims & terms

Name the 'Big Three'.

—

2. Name TWO points included in the US President’s 'Fourteen Points.

3. Give TWO reasons why the French Prime Minister wanted a harsh settlement.

4. What TWO things did the British Prime Minister want Germany to lose?

5. What is the difference between an armistice and a peace treaty?

6. Define the term 'diktat’.

7. Give TWO (specific) territorial losses imposed on Germany at Versailles.

8. Give TWO military restrictions imposed on Germany at Versailles.

9. What did the 'War Guilt Clause' state?

10. What was the reparations bill?




3. How did the Allies react to the terms of the Treaty?

R

Each of the Big Three had different aims, and all of them achieved some of them - but how
happy were they overall?

Georges Oemenceau

© ) &

Clemenceau was pleased about: ’q (‘i"‘) (‘ Clemenceau wan unhappy about
\ S,

* the reparations: the French thought
Germany should pay more

* France gaining Alsace-Lorraine

* Germany having no army

present in the Rhineland * Germany being allowed 10 have an

army, even a small one
* the Rhineland not being compictely
taken away from Germany

David Lioyd George

&S

Lioyd George was unhappy about

©

Lloyd George was pleased about:

¢ the harsh reparations meaning Britain
would lose trade with Germany

* Britain having naval supremacy
over Germany

* the threat of a possible future war as
the Germans were so unhappy

® the British Empire gaining more
colonies

Woodrow Wilson

&

Wilson was unhappy about:

©

Wilson was pleased about

® the Fourteen Points being ignored in the
reaty terms

* the creation of the League of
Nations

* the harshness of the treaty terms

Why couldn't the Big' Three get everything
they wanted?

* Europe was crumbling after the war so the Big Three were under pressure to reach
an agreement quickly. The Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires had collapsed,
leaving countries without stable governments. Each politician had to do what the
people of their country wanted, to get re-elected. The ordinary citizens had been fed
anti-German propaganda during the war and felt little mercy towards the losers.

* Wilson wanted the USA to join the League of Nations, but the US Senate followed a
policy of isolationism and refused this.
= Wilson and Lioyd George now disagreed over the original terms of the armistice that

Germany had signed in November 1918.

* During the war, countries had been promised rewards for joining on the side
of the Allies, for example Italy was promised land. The Big Three had to keep
these promises, even if they weren't in everyone’s best interests.

* The Big Three each had different and often contrasting aims - they had
to compromise.




How did the Allies react to the Treaty of
Versailles?

0f course, it wasn't just the Big Three who had to be satisfied with the final treaty. Did the
teaty please the people back home?

Propaganda during the war taught the Brits to despise the Germans, and lots of
British soldiers had been killed in the war.

British people generally thought that the treaty was fair, and could even have been
harsher,

Lloyd George was hailed as a hero, and newspapers said Britain would never be
threatened by Germany again.

—

Many people in France were furious ~ they believed that the treaty was nowhere
near harsh enough and that Germany should suffer as much as France had during
the war.

People felt Clemenceau had not done enough o get revenge for France and he was
voted out in the next election.

There were a few terms that the peopie of France liked, such as gaining control of the
! Saar and its coalfieids for 15 years.

o

The USA had only joined the war in 1917 and no fighting ook place on US soil, so
Americans did not want revenge of compensation in the same way that the British
and French did,

Many people felt thatﬁnmtgmtopharsh. including Wilson.

The USA wanted to follow a policy of iselationism.

the tlSSenate,refiased—to approve the treaty or 1o allow the USA to join the League of
L Nations. 4




4 How did the Germans react to the terms of the Treaty?

German objections to the Treaty of Versailles

s :
P - The war guilt clause, meaning
Germany accepted respansibility
for starting the war, was
The German people felt the treaty pecticularly hated
was forced on them and they were
not allowed to negotiate the terms. pa—
They called it a ‘Diktat’, meaning L = W
‘dictated peace’ o S
winning the war, 5o felt they had
L g\ been stabbed in the back and
\ betrayed by the government.
\ / People called those who had
(i 0) \\ / signed the armistice the November
13% of land was lost to ather \ -
w
countries so six million German i “m
people found that they were no ’"’I.nmucb? s
longer living in Germany e 2 w
The people were starving because
Britain had blockaded the German
L = ports during the war, so little food
had been imported into Germany.
They were desperate and needed
oF help; they did not see how they
W could cope with the punishments
they were facing
The German people feltitleft them t Ly
vulnerable — they were hated by ) _
their old enemies and without a The Kaiser [German king] had
large army to defend them they been forced to abdicate before the
could be attacked easily treaty was signed, so there was

uncertainty about how the country
would be run. People also felt that
. =5 the person who was responsible
for the war [the Kaiser] had been
punished, so there was no need for
further punishment

‘ ! 7 V¥ 1823

B January: The Ruhr
crisis — France invades
Germany to take goods from
factories when Germany
fails to make a reparations
payment; the German
government pays workers 1o strike [so there are no
goods for the French to take) and prints off more
banknotes to pay them, leading to hyperinfiation

B November: the Munich Putsch

B The Kapp Putsch — an attempted
revolution in Germany

M Reparations set at
£6,600 million

M USAlends Germany 800 million .~ 72~

gold marks in the Dawes Plan




5. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Treaty?

Assessing the Treaty of Versailles

Ever since the peace treaties were created, there have been strong views about the strengths
and weaknesses of them, Some people argue that the treaties were fair and sensible and that the
peacemakers did the best they could under difficult circumstances. Others argue that the treaties
simply created more problems than they solved.

The war had caused huge amounts of damage, especially in France, so the reparations were
needed to rebutld,

¢ France regained Alsace-Lorraine.

| = Many areas had not wanted to be part of the Austro-Hungaran Empire. Places like
Czechoslovakia and Poland were now given independence.

Weaknesses

o New states were created, but Poland was weakened because it was surrounded by enemies
with borders that were difficult to defend,

* Austria and Hungary lost 5o much kand that their economies crashed in 1921
o Lloyd George and Wilson feared that the treaties would lead to another war in the future.

* The Treaty of Lausanne proved that the treaties could not be enforced and showed people ke
Hitler and Mussolini that Britain was willing to undermine them.

o Neither Clemenceau, Lioyd George nor Wilson were satisfied with the outcome of the treaties; people in Britain and
France felt that the treaties should have been harsher, while the people of the USA felt they were too harsh.

o People in scme of the defeated countries hated and feit humiliated by the treaties - there were revolts in Germany
and Turkey.

o Many were left unsatisfied with the treaties, including the Big Three: Ulemenceau felt
the Treaty of Versailies was not harsh enough, while Wilson and Lioyd George thought
it was too harsh and would lead to war again in the future.

o People in Germany despised the Treaty of Versailles, in particular the war guilt clause
and the reparations.

o Germany's wartime allies were also punished. The terms of the treaties were so harsh
thauhcgledtoeconomi:cdhpsemwmandmmawammnm

o Historians writing throughaut the twentieth century have said that treaties were 100
harsh, crippling the countries they affected and leaving them bankrupt, divided and
vulnerable te attack.

e More recently, some historians have taken a different view, saying that that the
peacemakers had a very hard jub and that they did a good job considering the
circumstances.




Q REVIEW QUIZ 2: Treaty of Versailles - reactions

1. When was the Treaty of Versailles signed? (month and year)

2. Name one thing that Georges Clemenceau liked about the Treaty AND one thing that he
disliked.

3. Name one thing that David Lloyd George liked about the Treaty AND one thing that he
disliked.

4. Name one thing that Woodrow Wilson liked about the Treaty AND one thing that he
disliked.

5. The US Congress refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles. What does this mean?
6. Name TWO terms of the Treaty that Germany disliked and the reasons why.
7. Name TWO ways in which the Treaty contributed to great instability in Germany.

8. The German government was branded the 'November Criminals’. What did this mean and
was it true?

9. Outline TWO arguments that could be made to defend the peacemakers at Versailles.

10. What happened to Germany's allies at the end of WWI?




v’

APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1

a) Source A opposes the Treaty of Versailles. How do you know? Explain

your answer by using Source A and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

— > ===

“4/;/,;{_/ ED§
//D‘,— A ——

/ //’/—\/.3& -

PERHAPS IT WOULD GEE-UP BETTER IF WE LET IT TOUCH EARTH ™

A British cartoon by Low from 1921; David Lloyd George is talking to Aristide Briand,
the French foreign minister; ‘indemnity’ refers to the compensation that one country
has to pay to another following a war

S - SOURCE CONTENT
What can you see? What does this mean?
What can you infer?

K - HISTORICAL CONTEXT
What was happening at this time?

NOP
What is the nature, origin & purpose of this source?

SUCCESS CRITERIA
v" 1 paragraph
v 5 minutes
v' Explains what the source is saying (content)
v" Links knowledge of the time period to details in the source (context)
v Refers to who produced it; when and why (NOP)




\/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1

b) Source A opposes Germany. How do you know? Explain your answer using this
Source and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks) - (7+ model answer at the back)

A cartoon published in Britain in February 1919 entitled ‘Giving Him Rope'.

c) Source A opposes the Treaty of the Versailles. How do you know? Explain your
answer using this Source and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks) - (5+ model
answer at the back)

) N\
BWALLDW (T el THER |
| ou Limk ot OR e !

—
L wVE GaY T
|

A British cartoon from 1919, entitled ‘A bitter pill to swallow’




EXAM QUESTION 1 MARK SCHEME

1. Source A ... How do you know? (4 marks)

Level 2

Developed analysis of source based on content
and/or provenance (NOP)

Answer is supported by relevant knowledge and
understanding related to the features of the
source

3-4 marks

Level 1

Simple analysis of source based on content
and/or provenance (NOP)

Answer is supported by simple knowledge and
understanding.

1-2 marks




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2

a) How useful are Sources B and C to an historian studying criticisms of the
Treaty of Versailles? Explain your answer using Sources B and C and your
contextual knowledge. (12 marks)

Berfailles 200

I fear that England has missed the right
moment for laying the foundations of a lasting
peace in Europe. The entente could have done

anything with the German people had they
made the slightest move towards
reconciliation. People are ready here to make
reparation for the wrong done by their
leaders. But now they say that Wilson has
broken his word, and an undying hatred will be
smouldering in the heart of every German.

Source B Source C
A cartoon from the German From Princess Bluecher's diary, an English woman
magazine, Simplissimus, 1919 married to a German aristocrat, 1920 and living
in Berlin, Germany

SUCCESS CRITERIA

v' 3 paragraphs
v' 15 minutes
v" Focus on how and why they are useful at answering this question

Possible structure:

NOP - Source B is a.. It was written in... with the purpose to.. This is useful to a
historian studying the... because...
Content x 2/3- Source B shows... From my own knowledge, I know this because... Source
A also shows.... This supports my own knowledge because... This is useful to a historian
studying the... because...

Repeat for source C

CONCLUSION: Overall, taken together these sources are useful because...




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2

b) How useful are Sources B and C to a historian studying opinions about the Treaty of
Versailles? Explain your answer using the two sources and your contextual knowledge. (12
marks) - (7+ model answer at the back)

Source B: A German
newspaper cartoon published
in July 1919, entitled
'Clemenceau the Vampire'. The
figure on the bed represents
Germany.

Source C: From J M Keynes' book
‘The Economic Consequences of
the Peace' published in 1919.
Keynes was a leading economist
who worked for the British
government but resigned in
protest three weeks before the
Treaty of Versailles was signed.

"Nations should not morally visit on the children
of their enemies the wrongdoings of parents or
of rulers. The Treaty includes no provisions for
the economic recovery of Europe - nothing to
make the defeated Central Empires into good
neighbours. The Big Three were preoccupied
with other issues - Clemenceau to crush the
economic life of his enemy, Lloyd George to
bring home something that would be acceptable
for a week, the President to do nothing that was
not just and right.”




EXAM QUESTION 2 MARK SCHEME

2.How useful are Sources A and B to an historian studying...? (12 marks)

Level 4

Complex evaluation of both sources using content and
provenance.

Complex response focusing on the usefulness of both
sources based on content and provenance (NOP). Answer
focuses on how useful the sources are, which is evident
throughout the response. You may evaluate the
relationship between the sources.

10-12 marks

Level 3

Developed evaluation of both sources based on content
and/or provenance.

Developed response based on content and/or provenance
which focuses on how useful the sources are.

7-9 marks

Level 2

Simple evaluation of one or both sources based on
content and/or provenance.

Simple response about how useful the source(s) are.

4-6 marks

Level 1

Basic analysis of one or both of the sources, making
basic inferences.

You have shown an understanding of one or both sources

1-3 marks




APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4

a)

'‘Reparations were the worst punishment imposed on Germany in the Treaty of
Versailles’'. How far do you agree with this statement? (16 marks + 4 SPaG)

Introduction:
Outline your answer - this will
ensure that you write a
sustained judgment. Focus on
this throughout your answer.

What was the worst punishment imposed on Germany?

Point: Evidence: Explanation:
Reason 1 - Start with the

reason given in the question - What were reparations? Give Explain why the Germans

reparations. details of this term. would see this as a bad
Was this the worst punishment OR the worst
punishment? punishment. How did it affect
the country/its people?
Try o make LINKS between
this term and the others
Reason 2 - Focus on another
term that may have been Give details of this term. As above

worse than reparations or not

as bad (you decide). E.g. 'war
guilt clause; military
restrictions; loss of land)
Reasons 3 - Repeat above
with a third term As above
Conclusion:
Return to your overall
judgement.
Return to the links you have
made to emphasise how one
term made the others worse.

As above

SUCCESS CRITERIA:

v" 5 paragraphs
v 25 minutes
v' SPaG = 4 marks

APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4

b) "'The main reason why Germany hated the Treaty of Versailles was because of its
military terms’. How far do you agree with this statement? (16 marks + 4 SPaG) -
(5+ model answer at the back)




Part 2: THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

What were the aims and structure of the Leaque?

The formation of the League
of Nations

he formation of the League of Nations was one of Wilsor's
Fourteen Points, The League's aims were 10:

* getcountries to collaborate to help to prevent war
(collective security)

«  encourage disarmament
» improve living and working conditions
o tackle deadly diseases.

The League was written into sach of the treaties signed at
the end of the war, to make people recognise and respect

it. Initially 42 countries joined, but countries who lost the
First World War, Including Germany, were not allowed to join,
Russia was not allowed to join because it was Communist,
Thie USA refused to join,

Membership of the League did change over time, with
Germany joining the League after agreeing the Locarno
Treaty (1925). Russia was allowed 1o join in 1934, by
which time there were 58 mamber states. Each state
gant representatives to the Assembly, and had 10 agree
unanimously on an issue before action was taken. Four

powerful countries were permanent members of the

Council: Britain, France, Raly and Japan. However, although
Britain supported the League, it felt that action would be

limited. France thought the League could help keep 1t safe
from German attack. The League set up the Permanent
Court of International Justice in 1920, but it could only
advise on arguments and could not forcefully back up
verdicts. The League would deal with aggression through
its Covenant, which included

* mitigation

¢ morpl condemnation

* 2CONOMIC Sanctions

* military force

A mnemonic could help you remember that the League
would deal with issues using the “four Me': Miugation,
Moral condemnation. Money and Miltary.

————————— S

The League included many powerful countries, 50 these
sanctions could be quite intimidating, However, the League
dumhwvonamudismtomlmensmmn
relied on its members providing a force.

The structure of the League
The Assembly
An imernational parliament. Each member !
state gent 3 representative 1o mest once
a yeor. They would vote on issues and
decisions had 1o be unanimous. |
The Council The Permanent Court of International Justice The Secretariat
Met more frequently than the An international court }
Assembly, Four permanent of law that could give .‘ o
members: Britain, France, ltaly hearings and advise b
and Japan, plus four other the parties involved
countries that were elected to sit in an argurment, but .
on tha Councll for three years, rulings were not in charge of administration and
The Council could veto rulings compulsory so were arranging 3y action that the
mada by the Assembly, casily prored. League wanted t0 ke
Special Commissions
Special groups formed to tackle specific issues, such s the International Labour Organisation (WD) and the | _’/

Health Organisation.

-




£2

1. Where was the League based and why was this place chosen?

REVIEW QUIZ 3: The Leaqgue of Nations - Aims & membership

2. What were the THREE main aims of the League?

3. Who were the FOUR permanent members of the League's Council who made all the big

decisions?

4. Why didn't the USA join the League?

5. Which other TWO (key) countries did NOT join the League in 1920 AND why?

6. The League planned to keep peace through ‘collective security’. What did this mean in

practice?

7. What THREE stages would the League go through to deal with an aggressor?

8. Why have some historians called the League 'toothless?

9. What do the words, a) unanimous, b) veto, mean in the context of the League?

10. What was the name of the body that settled international arguments on behalf of the

League?




7. How successful was the Leaque in the 1920s?

The work of the League's
agencies

The League was not only set up to help prevent future
confiict. It also used its special agencies and organisations
10 tackie soclal and economic issues.

International Labour Organisation (ILO) Y

|

‘ @ AIM: To improve working conditions

In the 19203, death rate of workers an
fanganyika railway reduced from over
S0% to 4%

In 1919, most members refused to
stop children under the age of 14 from
working as it would be tooc expensive

Commission for Refugees

AIM: To help people who had lost their
homes because of war, by improving
refugee camps, helping them to returm
home, or finding new homes

Helped free around 427,000 of

Economic and Financial Committee

@ AIM: To improve living conditions

Sent financlal advisers to Austria and
Hungary to rebuild their eCONOMES
when thoy went bankrupt in 1921

Unable to cope with giobal depression
after 1929

Organisation for Communications
and Transport

AlM: To improve how countnes worked
together

Introduced shipping lanes and an
international highway code

AM: To cure diseases

the 500,000 prisoners of war still
imprisoned after the First World War

During the 1930s, failed to help Jews
trying to flee Nazi Germany

During the 1920s, the League set free
200,000 slaves from Sierra Leonne

Sont doctors to help in Turkish refugee

AIM: To tackle the trade of illegal drugs

Blackfisted four large companies
involved in trading drugs Hlegally

Some countries in the League did not
want 1o stop the trade of opium 3s
rha,madesomhmacgmn




Thooontﬂbuﬁmdthomtomm

the 1920s

Many problems remained in Europe after the Fiest World War. Europe had changed considerabhy, and the
League had many disputes (o solve during the 1920s, How successful was it in sohing these?

Succoss: Auland Islands, 1921

Sweden and Finland both claimad
\he Asland Islands. The League gave
the islands to Fintand, but forbid
the bullding of forts on them. Both
countries accepted the decision

mwmwmm-ﬂ

Amm--uwnmmmwsnuﬁnhwmmo«m—
mmww.wuuwmaw ummw\dmmw
mmwmmwm Mwnﬂlwsmmmu
mumwmmmmm

Mmedww.w.mwaw(M]mm
Lm-mmmwummum

Fallure: Corfu, 1923 l

An Itallan general and his , ‘ l Fellure: Vilna, 1920-21

ream were murdered while Vilna was the capital of
gurveying land in Greece fene Lithusnia, 8 new country, bt
Mugsolini demanded thete were many Polish people
compendation and for the \ving there. The Polish army
murderers to be oxecuted, ' nvaded and Lithuania asked the
bt Greece did not know AR League for heip, but the League
who the muvdemm 50 s did nothing as Poland wis 3
could not do this, i ) v " against

iovaded Corfu. The League R, asee g o g
condamnad Mussolini, & AP |~ 3 prpo- J

but he undermined them Lt it K

by complaining o the o ; 'Or'ﬂ S =t Failure and succest: Buigaria.
Conference of Ambassadors, ol ) 1925

Grooce was forced 10 A _ - Greece invaded Bulgaria when
apolugise 10 Mussolini s Groek soldiors were killed on
v 10 piny compensatien. b b= the border The League forced
Mussalin had shown TR ¥ AN Groece to withdraw and pay
that the League could not ~~— compensation. Howeves, thé
enforco justice when one ol teemed hypoCTRICal since the
country involved was a . . T League had allowed Mussoline,
arger, stronger country, Ihe ing o 88 & » much more powerful ieader,
League could be ignored o | L o voncac ‘——] 10 get away with something
tullied by strong countries. B very simiar in Corfu

countries like Britain and France had 100 much powet.

o During the 1920s, the League was successful in dealing with
negotiating with small countries.

L undermine the League if it suited them.

The League of Nations was founded to keep world peace through collective security.
. ThorowenpmmmmmgwmupMmhummdlaammmmmuwm

o However, If a strang country fike italy wanted to ignore the League, they could, and Britain and France could

Wmmmmsmwm
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8. How far did international agreements help the Leaque?

International agreements

Certain countries made a number of agreements between themselves during the 1920s, including
countries that were not members of the League, such as the USA_ It is possiblo that these nations were
simply trying to find as many different woys as possible to secure peace — or, perhaps, that they had
Jittle faith in the League's ability to uphold it.

Who? France and Germany, reprasented l . Why wasn't the League involved?

‘ by their foreign ministers Briand and o Gor od the ies and it was not part of

Stresemann v _

| When? 1825 - Why wore the tresties significant?

‘ Where? Locarno, Switzerland . i ' os if Gov was accepting the Treaty of
What? Versailles, especiall the terms about territory, and

' e The two enemies agreed to work together peacefully, b o

p e Relationships between countries, especially France
£ L s of the Treaty of Versailles.
| e Germany accepted the terms o reaty it g, e Sewag
o (Other countries like Britain and Italy also signed and Germany being allowed 10 jon the League of Nations.
’ each country agreed not to go to war with each other;

if ane country broke the treaties the others would
| support the country that was invaded

. Mwmummmdqu-agmm
anmunlw_espemﬂgsmilMdm

| ofmelugw'spow«ﬁlmmbu&&iuhmdhm

| Who? 65 countries, including Germany,
| France and the USA

e Germany and the USA were nat members.

used to solve disputes between them, —

| Whan? 100 Why was the treaty significant?
| w
7 Ontia, Feonce « The fact that the League was nat involved made it look
What? hk!l!wasaphcembkmtfuac(ualsdmms.and
hit maged eputation,
{ e The countries agreed war would not be E W o

Other agreements

Washington Arms Conference or the Rapallo Treaty, 1922
Washington Naval Conference], 182122 e Germany and Russia agreed 1o work

| &Q—_r‘ l o The League was not invoived as Germany

and Russia were nOt members.

e Major countries like Britzin, the USA, Japan and France
agreed the maximum size of their navies.

e The League was not the one pushing for disarmament,
and countries like Britain and France attended
independently of the League.

. ‘;l'\e League of Nations should have been at the forefront of any international agreements that encouraged peace or
isarmament. However, during the 1920s many international i
) reements |
damaged its reputation. 5 B SR UG

. ?Nhileth‘e USA, Russia and Germany were not in the League it meant that it could not be at the forefront of
international politics, so its success would be limited. Russia and Germany did eventually join, but left in the 1930s.
J




the League

Q REVIEW QUIZ 4: The League of Nations in the 1920s & agreements outside

1. In 1921, the League solved a dispute between Poland and Germany over part of Upper
Silesia. How did it do this?

2. Which TWO countries disagreed over the Aaland Islands?

3. Give TWO examples of the successes that the League had to improve people's living and
working conditions.

4. Why was the League able to deal with Greece (when they invaded Bulgaria) in 1925 but
not Italy in 1923?

5. What did Poland do in 1920 and then ignore the League, when they tried to hold her to
account?

6. What did the Italian leader do in 1923?

7. Who signed the Locarno Treaties? (Name the TWO main countries)
8. What was promised at Locarno?

9. What was the purpose of the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928?

10. How did these agreements make the League appear weak?




9. How did the Depression affect the work of the Leaque?

The Depression and the rise of extremist parties

e In October 1929, the US economy crashed. The USA had lent money to many countries during
the First World War and to help them rebuild after the war: therefore, when the USA went bust
- 5o did everyone else.

e The Depression brought with it vast unemployment, homelessness and starvation |
on a global scale. In these desperate imes people started to lose confidence in their
governments and to demand change.

e Many were won over by the promises of dictators such as Hitler, who came to power in 1933
He had vowed to make Germany great again by invading other countries, which he promised
would end the Depression by providing employment in weapons factories and the army

e In Japan, the army took over the country; Stalin controlled the USSR; and in Italy Mussolini

was dictator.




10. What happened during the Manchurian Crisis?

—

The League of Nations had some successes in the 1920s. However,in the 1930s it failed t0
perform its main role as a peacekeeping force. In particufar, the League failed 10 act against the
aggressiveness of Japan, Italy and Germany.

The Manchurian crisis it - AT
Causes = - cosmm o ,‘\ )
« In 1929, the Wall Street Crash started the Great ‘ ‘
X . MONGOLA e
Depression. Japan suffered greatly; its main export i
was silk, 8 luxury item that most people could not afford - — S ANy -
during the Depression. tacge ek -
+ Japan became more militaristic — the government iooked o -~ e
for land 1o invade, thinking it would give them more 3 ; 7 SRpor
natural resources. Manchuria, in north China, was rich in ) > 1
natural resources. h: g Lo
o Japan already had industry and a railway there 50 it s :::;T:"’._l
looked like an ideal place to invade 2 _ —
Events - - i
. i e February 1932: The
18 September 1931: The Japanese government had
Mukden Incident. An Sl wanted friendship with
explosion occurred on the Manchuria but the army
Japanese-owned South ignored this and invaded
Manchurian Railway. it. When the peaple reacted
Japan blamed China but positiveky the govermnment
the Chinese denied that decided not %0 stop the
they were involved. army's invasion. Soon 3 ‘puppet ieader’ (one Japan
could control] was put in charge of Manchuria.
' \ —
Japan ignored the League. March 1932: China appealed 1o

There was very little the
League could do without its
own army, and its members

the League, which was refuctant

lI
i mm:)apanwasoncof'ns
! Izadmgmbevsanduancm

didn't want to send their was far from Europe, where the
own armies so far away. League was based. The League
Economic sanctions would ‘ did. however, issue a moral
be useless as Japan's main trade partnef, theUSA, | mew
L was not part of the League. l
¥
Apuxsaz:meuagmsmeriﬁshpdmmd TR E N
Lgrtunminv&igatmhemokr\earlgagwm 2
write his repart [published in October 1832), by “ S
which time Japan had invaded Manchura. lyton = il i -~
concluded that Japan was in the wrong, but Japan e . -

tgnaedd’\erepm,leftmcLeagw.andwemmm —~
accupy more Chinese territory from 193310 1937 3




Consequences:

- (87T . s -
2 - d d Jctions to withdraw
. m S n
“ie - > es
. BeVEer most & ed n £
J | = ~ wEeld 0 = L Bvs — 9 ' 5 : ] a5 3 ven
p e E e th e D dea
= i g < like 3
Ji 3 g ang S3 € a0 Of Nations re S
Ly Repor o long; by Aciaw o oy o -
J ASia was far away and not viewed as vital
etwa n apan was
2 the countries in Europe; as a result,
U they did not want to commit resources 1o
gealing with the 1ssues there
Why did the League Gil?
e ve asa ac a gIng
BT WESR A5 Lountries were unwilling to take military
ur ‘4',|’ ne 4 ) "'r“"—i SainlaTelas ~ oS3 S olace d’-? r’“ r‘—?‘:a_é;: !I \'I‘Ol,ild bo CXFE"QI“.’P
B DOSE eCoNOMIC sanctio

and unpopular with the public

REVIEW QUIZ 5: The League of Nations in the early 1930s

1. What international crisis caused great problems for the League after 1929?
2. Where was Manchuria?

3. Why did Japan want i+? Give TWO reasons.

4. What was the Mukden Incident?

5. Why was the League so slow to act in the face of clear aggression by the Japanese? Give
TWO reasons.

6. a) Who did the League send out to the area to investigate, b) What was the problem with
his report?

7. What did Japan do when asked to leave Manchuria?
8. Which TWO men began to wonder how they might be able to get around the League too?

9. What did Germany ask for at the Disarmament Conference, organised by the League
(1932-4)?

10. What did Germany do when their request was denied?




11. How did the Leaque respond to the Abyssinian Crisis?

- - i
While the crisis in Manchuria continued, the League had to deal with invasion of the African
nation of Abyssinia in 1935,

Causes

Mussolini wanted to invade Abyssinia in Africa for a number of reasons:

* He wanted to rebuild the Roman Empire, by invading other countries.

e There were lots of natural resources in Abyssinia, which would be useful for Italy during
the Depression.

¢ In 1896, Italy had tried to invade Abyssinia and was humiliated when this poor country
defeated them ~ Mussolini wanted revenge.

e He was confident that the League would not stop him as they had backed down to him P
before, during the Corfu crisis in 1923.

« In 1935, Britain and France signed an agreement with ltaly to form the Stresa Front.
Mussolini did not think Britain or France would endanger the new agreement by trying to

stop him in Abyssinia.

Events

December 1934: Italian - ; January 1935: The

troops clashed with Lﬁg .\ French foreign minister,
Abyssinians at Wal }{" J \> ~ ¥ Pierre Laval, made a

Wal, The League failed )‘ <t )f m‘&)- secret agreement with
1o stop Mussolini, who | % e ° 7__}‘- Italy: Mussolini could

was intent on war. N Wal wmr v‘.miw deal with Abyssinia

’\)’A\\»/ ?" N TEOMALILAND | however he wanted and ‘

France would not interfere,

October 1935: ltalian troops [ e I 30 June 1935: The
entered Abyssinia, The League Abyssinian emperor, Haile
Selassie, addressed _

condemned the invasion, but
Mussolini ignored them and
even used chemical weapons,

the League, but stiil the
League did nothing.

5 May 1936: ltalian

—
May 1936:

troops entered the

capital, Addis Ababa,

Italy left
the League
of Nations.

i

= D [ B z
rmnandl::nce :Nhentth&gue rTheLeague The Hoare-Laval Pact was a
o cadoseﬂal S :posed tradeon s banned sales secret agreement suggested by
s ncuonsm - iy it of arl'n_s .tn the British and French foreign
et Mfa_iledand pd steel.' o Ab!-,ss.na, ministers. They wanted to give
ey i > asit which left them Mussalini land in Abyssinia. The
- Mm ::mage defenceless. pact was leaked by the press and
» troops_ o | rnemies s there was public outcry; leading
Abgssu:eg econom mleshesetha‘ n\embers had proven they were
mm,‘ 2 were m;ni = willing to undermine the League for
want Zin Mussolini needed their own self-interest.
< upset Mussolini. J the invasion. J
e &=

Consequences for the League
= Britain and France showed that they cared more about their own interests.

- S_mall countries knew the League could and would do nothing to protect them. From this
ume onwards, almost nc ane regarded the League as a serious or powerful organisation.




Did the Manchurian and Abyssinian crises
lead to the collapse of the League?

Most historians agree that the League's inability to deal with the Manchurian and
Abyssinian crises meant it was a failure, and that it had collapsed as a peace-keeping
arganisation, How can these two events be used as evidence of the Luague's failings?

Why did the League collapse?

Evidence from the Manchurian ctisis

Evidence from the Abyssinlan crisis

The Depression Japar's maln export wos silk - a luxury Mussalin came to power peomising to
A item that peopin did not buy during the rebulld the Roman Empire - invading
Depreasion, so the Japanese ecanomy Abyssinia was a distraction from what was
crashed going wrong in ltaly
Japan wanted 1o invade Manchuria because | Britain failed 10 inflict offective trade
It was tich in natural resources sanctions on taly — they worried that
banning the trade of cosl would lead to
Tht government in Japan was :
not popular - seizing land inManchuri | "U/her unemployment in Britain
made the gavernment appear strongand | Thete were lots of natural resources in
the victories against the Chinese taok Abyssinia
people’s minds off the Depression
The League was . When Japan ignored the League's warnings | Mussolini used chemical weapons on the
powerless there was nothing the League could do Abyssinians, who were laft defenceless by
without an army the League
Economic Many members of the League felt thatas | The League banned the sale of weapons
sanctions did E the LUSA was Japan's main trade partner, to Abyssinia as well s tall; this left their
not work e — economic sanctions would nat have a army with only basic weapons
, MAJOrmpect hetefore 1 S30cians WOrE-. | grunce and Bl flled 1 ban grodk that
c& JER, [MIPmsestipss Italy would need to invade, such as cos!
and ol
The League Many European powers felt that Manchuria | Britain an& France wanted to keep
lacked important E was too far away to deal with Mussolini on side as they saw him as an
m':’ prone —— As the USA was not a member of the i i oo
::: u; - League, Jopan would not lose its main trade
the USSR and pannTr if the League imposed economic
Germany . . sanctions
Britain and France dominated the League Ttethntmngm oftheleague | Britain and France both had huge empires
S| | T e e R P e e
B ~al 10 get involved in a matter so far away object to him taking colonies there too
Britain sent Lord Liytton to investigate Britain and France failed toclose the
'A Y for the League, but e took 100 fong — Suez Canal, which could have halted his
his report took many months 10 write invasion
which time Japan had completed i
!:g - s Mussolini was seen as an ally against
nvasion. As one of the dominating forces 27 S
ofthe i had ot liﬂer,soﬁcmaadﬁamepmposedme
with encugh speed, which made Japans | | oore Laval Pact which undermined the




12. Why did the Leaque fail by 1939?

of the League to avert war in 1939

e People turned to extremism and militarism in the hope of rebuilding their countries’
economies, and this meant that these countries were less hikely 10 support the League's
alms of cooperation and peace. For example, Hitler stormed out of the League's disarmament
conference in 1933

o Hitler and Mussalini promised glory for their countries by waging wat. They were not afraid of
the League's moral condemnation, and governments could not impose trade SanCtions as thew
economies were also weak due to the Depression, and they could not offord to lose deals.

e The only action Hitler and Mussolini could not have ignored was sending in an army, but of
course the League did not have armed forces of its own and other countries could not afford
to lend theirs in this time of Depression

o In this climate, war became more and more likely and the League was poweriess 1o St0p #

The Manchurian crisis made the League look inefficient and ineffective
e Britain and France undermined the League during the Abyssinian crisis. By the end of the crisis no one really
respecied the League.

o The Depression meant that the League faced dictaturs who were determined 1o start wars The League had always
been fragile, but sgainst determined aggressors like Hitler and Mussolini it stood no chance.

a The table below gives reasons for the League's failure. Add evidence from your own knowledge by writing in an event
that proves that each reason led 10 failure.

Pommt Evidence Explanation
P

|
|




Q REVIEW QUIZ 6: Abyssinia/Failure of the League

1.

2.

Why did Mussolini want Abyssinia? Give TWO reasons.

What was the name of the Abyssinian Emperor?

What sanctions DID the League impose? Name TWO.

What sanctions did the League NOT impose? Name TWO.

Why did the League fail to impose effective sanctions on Italy? Give TWO reasons.

What was the Hoare-Laval Pact?

What did Italy do in May 19362

Explain how the following factors contributed to the failure of the League:

8.

9.

The Great Depression

Structural weaknesses

10. Membership




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1

Source A (any of the following four sources) is critical of the League of Nations. How do
you know? Explain your answer using this Source and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

s
LEACUE OF NATIONS
BRIDCE

A3 DESIGNED BY
t PRESIDEN T e n

<"
-

S 21
) =

THE GAP IN THE EBRIDGE.

A British cartoon, December 1919

A cartoon from the USSR, 1919. showing Uncle Sam who represents
The banner reads, 'The League of the USA

Nation: Capitalists of all countries
unite!

| OVERWEIGHTED.

Pusaprxr Winsox. * IEKRE'S YOUR OLIVE BRANCH. NOW GET BUSY."

OF COURSE T WANT TO PLEASE EVERYBODY: BUT ISN'T TIIS A

{ Dove or Prac
“ BIT THICK?"

| A British cartoon, September 1919
entitled ‘Muzzled?'

A British cartoon, March 1919




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2

a) How useful are Sources B and C to a historian studying the Manchurian Crisis,
1931-3? Explain your answer using Sources B and C and your contextual knowledge.
(12 marks) - (5+ model answer at the back)

Source B - A British
cartoon by David Low,
1933

I was sad to find everyone (at the League) so
dejected. The Assembly was a dead thing. The
Council was without confidence in itself. Benes

(the Czech leader) who is not given to hysterics

Source C - Part of a

letter by Sir Austen

Chamberlain, a British
politician in 1932

said (about people at the League) ‘They are too written in the middle
frightened. I tell them we are not going to have of the Manchurian Crisis
war how; we have five years before us, perhaps el @ Y U v

six. We must make the most of them.’ League.




APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2

b) How useful are Sources B and C to a historian studying the Abyssinian Crisis?
Explain your answer using the two sources and your contextual knowledge. (12
marks)

Source B - A cartoon from
Punch, a British magazine, 14th
August 1935. Punch was usually
very patriotic towards Britain.

It rarely criticised British
politicians over foreign policy.

THE AWFUL WARNING.

“WE DON'T WANT YOU TO FIGHT.
B e s BUT. BY JINGO. IF YOU DO.
tagether 7). WE SHALL PROBABLY ISSUE A JOINT MEMORANDUM
SUGGESTING A MILD DISAPPROVAL OF YOU.”

"There was a very good reason for the League to
enforce the particular sanctions they chose,
because with an incomplete membership they were
the only ones they could impose and which by their
own action alone they could hope to see effective.
Oil could not be made effective by the League
action alone.

Source C - A speech by
Anthony Eden, who became
British Foreign Secretary after
the resignation of Sir Samuel
Hoare, explaining to Parliament
I think it is right that the League should admit that why sanctions should be ended,

sanctions had not realised their purpose and should 18th June 1936.
face that fact.”




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 3
a) Worite an account of how events in Manchuria became an international crisis,
1931-3.
(8 marks) - (7+ model answer at the back)

APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 3
b) Write an account of how events in Abyssinia became an international crisis in the
years 1934-36. (8 marks) - (5+ model answer at the back)

Event Consequence

December 1934 - dispute at Wal-Wal
between Italian & Abyssinian soldiers

December 1934 - Haile Selassie appeals to
the League for help

April 1935 - Britain & France sign the
Stresa Front with Mussolini (against
German rearmament)

October 1935 - Mussolini invades
Abyssinia using aeroplanes and poisonous
gas

December 1935 - Hoare-Laval Plan agreed
in secret

May 1936 - Capital of Abyssinia (Addis
Ababa) is captured by Italy. (Hitler had
remilitarised the Rhineland in March 1936)

November 1936 - Rome-Berlin Axis signed
between Italy & Germany

SUCCESS CRITERIA
v' 2/3 paragraphs
v 12 minutes
v" Points made should be in chronological order
v' Identify how key moments are connected to each other by using phrases
such as: 'this led to’; 'as a result’; ‘the consequence of this was'.
v" Focus on how each point in the story led to an international crisis

APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4

‘The main reason that the League of Nations could not stop aggression was because the
USA was not a member'. How far do you agree with this statement? (16 marks + 4 SPaG)




EXAM QUESTION 3 MARK SCHEME

3.Write an account of .. (8 marks)

Level 4

Complex analysis of causation/consequence

Complex sequencing which is clearly structured and focuses
on the different stages in chronological order and the ways
in which they are linked. A detailed explanation which is
supported by a range of accurate knowledge.

7-8 marks

Level 3

Developed analysis of causation/consequence

Developed sequencing (stages of the event in chronological
order) supported by a range of facts, which provides a
detailed explanation of the causes/consequences

5-6 marks

Level 2

Simple analysis of causation/consequence

Simple understanding of sequencing (stages of the event)
supported with facts

3-4 marks

Level 1

Basic analysis of causation/consequence

Causes/consequences have been identified

1-2 marks




Part 3:_THE ORIGINS OF WORLD WAR II

13. What were Hitler's foreign policy aims?
Hitler's aims
Hitler became chancelior of Germany in 1933. His foreign policy aims are summarised below. @RI
- Saying that Hitler's
o Lebensroum “ demands grew LOUDeR'
) 4 | might help you 1o
o Dvertum Versailles anes | remember his aims in
Lthc exam

R

o Unite German speaking people (Volksdeutsche |
in & Greater Germany [this included Anschiuss )

o Destroy Communism -
o Rearmament h

The reaction of Britain and France

You can remind yourself
what these terms mean
by looking back to

} Britain and France did not want to start another war,
50 they let Hitler get away with breaking the Treaty of
Versailles, even though it was international law. They
| did this because:
|« they needed time to rearm; their armies were not
big enough to fight and win a war
B many people in Britain thought that Hitler was
l being reasonable because the Treaty of Versailles
‘ had been t00 harsh
| o mw«oconcammmussawxwu
| that Hitler could be a valuable ally against
Communism
‘ o countries could not afford 10 go 1o war during
the Depression and their governments were

The reaction of the USSR and the USA

Joseph Stalin, the leader of the USSR, was worried
by Hitler's determination to destroy Communism
and by 1935 he was willing to put aside concerms
about Britain and France in order 1o sign a mutual

assistance treaty with France. Stalin would work with

| preoccupied with problems at home

| o peophcouldrembmhehmondthohm the allies 1o protect the USSR from Hiter
World War: they did not want another war The USA followed a pokicy of isolationism during the

'® ucpohcghmﬂbqﬂmmandkmhomwv Depression. In 1934, a poll said that 2% of Americans

, s known as appeasement: they tried to give Hitler did not want to get involved if a second war in Europe
what he wanted in the hope of preventing a war. kmm i

e ——— S N ™




14,

How did Hitler break the terms of the Treaty, 1933-35?

The road to war

The Second World War broke out in early September 1939. Read through the following events leading up 10
the war and think about how each one raised tension and contributed to the war's outbreak.

The League of Nations heid 3 conference encouraging
all nations to disarm. When Hitler became chancellor he
said he would disarm if everyone else did. If they didn't
then he would disarm to the same level as France. When
Erance refused Hitler stormed out of the conference and
pulled Germany out of the League of Nations.

1934: The Dollfuss Affair

Fearful that Hitler would try to unite with Austria in
Anschluss, the Austrian chancellor, Englebert Dolifuss,
banned the Nazi Party in Austria, Hitler ordered Nazis

10 cause havoc In Austria and they murdered Doll(ussy L

There was very little the
allies could do. Hitler claimed
that he had acted in 3
reasonable and fair way and
that it was the French who
were being unreasonable.

Mussolini maved his army to the
Austrian border in support of
Austria. Hitler was not ready

to fight so he backed down

13 January 1935: The Saar plebiscite

Under the Treaty of Versailles, the Saar had been
controlled by the League of Nations for 15 years.

In 1935, a plebiscite took place to decide whether
Germany or France should control the area. 90% voted
for Germany and Hitler used this as propaganda,

Hitler gained valuable
resources, like the coalfields
of the Saar, and there was
nuthing anyone could do

as the plebiscite was fair
and legal.

March 1935: Rearmament

Hitler held a rally where he announced that he
had been rebullding the German army and was
reintroducing conscription. He had also started to
develop the Luftwaffe — an air force.

June 1935: Anglo-German Naval Agreement

Britain signed an agreement allowing Germany to have
a navy that was 35% of the size of the British navy,

In April 1935 Brivain,

France and

Italy agreed that they
would work together
against Hitler as the
Stresa Front,

Hitler realised that Britain was
allowing him to break the terms
of the Treaty of Versalilles,

® Hitler's foreign pohcg aims meant he needed to invade other countries; to do this he
would need to build an army and to break the terms of the Treaty of Versailles

‘ &
l(i)‘t‘h:a:wnmes were reluctant ot intervene. Between 1933 and 1935 there was very
yone could do to stop Hitler from taking actions that would lead to war




Q REVIEW QUIZ 7: Hitler's aims and foreign policy, 1933-5

1. What were Hitler's foreign policy AIMS? (Name TWO).

2. What were Hitler's foreign policy ATMS? (Name TWO more).

3. What does 'Lebensraum’ mean?

4. What does '‘Anschluss’ mean?

5. What did Hitler start doing (in secret) in 1933?

6. Which conference did Hitler leave in 1933 when he failed to get what he wanted?

7. a) Which country did Hitler try (and fail) to take over in 1934? b) What was the name of
the Chancellor (leader) of that country?

8. Which other leader warned Hitler off by moving his troops to the border?

9. What is a plebiscite?

10. Why was Hitler delighted to regain the Saar?




15. Why and how was the Rhineland remilitarised?

ydidmﬂerrmﬂitaﬁnthcnhinaland?

The Treaty of Versailles had forced Germany 10
demilitarise the area of the Rhineiand on the
barder between Germany and France. Hitler
wanted to take Lebensroum in east Europe,
but 1o do this he would have to invade other
countries. He knew France and Britain were
Lhelgtodeduewaufhedidtﬁs.sonehndto
protect his western borders by remilitarising
the Rhinelang. |

Hitler's big risk

German generals had advised Hitler that the
army was not strong encugh to fight if Britain or
France chose 1o challenge it

German financial ministers warned Hitler that if
his plan failed he would have to pay huge fines,
which Germany could not afford

>

1935: The Franco-Soviet pact was signed — a deal 7 March 1936: Hitler's troops entered the Rhineland,
| between France and the USSR in which each agreed to many rode on bicycles and there was no air support.
assist the other if attacked; as a result, Hitler claimed -
he was under attack from France in the west and the v—
USRI 0 Gait. Civilians in the Rhineland greeted the troops with )
flowers. |
J
Why didn't anyone stop Hitler?

Depression causing problems at home meant Politicians were distracted as they were fighting,

Beitain was reuctant 10 do anything a general slection For more details on the
British people said there was no need to stop Much of the Franch army was in Tunise in case Abyssinian crisis look
Mither from ‘marching into s own back garden’; they needad to intervene in the Abyssinian back to pages 36-37

muwmm-kumm crins
own barders and that this area was rightfully his

The British leadership was preoccupied with the mwmmhemumgm
Abngssinian crisis the Rhineland was bigger than it was — they
MleumbMMnotwin

= The French priority Hitler signed the
Britain and France Was now ng s MD-Commtem Pact
s:r‘tedm own border; they started 1;""‘-‘393"'0 November
“c'":szﬂmz ignoring treaties they had 36; they agreed to work
er together against the threat of
Communism; aly later joined

the alliance when it agreed




q REVIEW QUIZ 8: Hitler's foreign policy, 1935-6

1. What did Hitler show off to the world in a famous rally in March 1935?
2. What was the name of the agreement between Britain, France and Italy that stated that
they would work fogether to stop Hitler from breaking any more terms of the Treaty of

Versailles, signed in April 1935?

3. What exactly did the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of June 1935 enable Hitler to do?
Include statistics here.

4. What did the signing of this agreement suggest about Britain's attitude towards the
Treaty of Versailles?

5. Where was the Rhineland?
6. The Rhineland was re-militarised in March 1936. What does this mean?
7. Why did Hitler re-militarise the Rhineland?

8. Why didn't the League respond to this clear violation of the terms of the Treaty and
stop Hitler?

9. Could Hitler have been stopped in 1936? Explain your answer.

10. What did Britain and France start doing after this event?




16. How did Hitler achieve Anschluss?

mmwmmm

Having remilitarised the Rhineland without opposition and secured his westem barders,
Hitlet turned his attention 1o other countries, starting with Germany's oid ally, Austria

i
wmmmwmmm

years, bat in the Treaty of Veraailles they — -
were forbidden 10 unite. 2
Two of Nitler's foreign policy aims were
—— - {0 unite German speaking people and to
| destroy the Treaty of Versadies.
| |
3 < - -
mmmmmmm
mummm.u
backed down when Mussolini moved troops
10 the Austrian border. 4
In 1938, Austrian Nazis planned to get rid of
the new chancellor, Schuschaigg, but pelice
I wuwmmm
SN Nazis were imprisoned, but Schuschaigy
MMM&MMW“
wuwmmhmm
§ Wum-mmfum
Hitler's puppet, Seyss-Inquart, was support

Wumhmmm
Mmmmmmmmmm
had full control of the Austrian police force,
wha turned a blind eye ta Nazi terrorist
attacks on the Austrian government.

ML

?
mmwnmmﬁm
wuwmnmi‘m\‘-m
controlied him. He claimed that Austria was
in & state of chaos and asked Hitier to restore
m.mnu-ummmm
Austria. Crowds of Austrians gathered in the
stroets 1o chowr the Nazi soldiery’ arrival.

- A

0"

3
Schuschnigg planned a plebiscito to prove
that the peopbe of Austria did not want to be
WNMMWM‘MW
be delayed and then forced Schuschnigg 19

]
mommwumuu.u
the Nazis won 991 of the vote.

. K




How did people react to Anschiuss?

Austria

99% of people voted in
favour of Anschiuss, but
. poliing stations were heavily

policed by Nazi ‘stormtroopers’, and the ‘yes’ box on the

Vl baliot form was much larger than the 'ng’ ane!

/J

W = Some British people had decided that
+ the Treaty of Versailles was too harsh
N on Germany, and since they thought
that Germany and Austria were essentially the same

country, they felt that Hitler should be allowed to unite

the two.

(" Britain )

J

France
Two days before Hitler's invasion the
whole government had resigned
France was in no position to get
involved.

——mm

Czechoslovakia

The Czech people feared that Hitler's
policy of Lebensraum would mean that |
they would be invaded next. Britain and (
France agreed that they would protect |
Czechoslovakia if Hitler did invade.

(" Germany )

Hitler was able to use Anschiuss as a
great propaganda victory. The German
. peoplewere delighted to be uniting

with their Austrian neighbours, and
could see that Hitler was achieving his foreign palicy
Qims of Volksdeutsche and creating a Greater German&)

Anschiuss meant that Hitler's next steps on the road to war
Were more easily achieved: he could now use the Austrian
army; he could access the east much more easily through
Austria; and the Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia was now
bordered by Germany (and Austria) on three sides.




Q REVIEW QUIZ 9: Hitler's foreign policy, 1937-8

1. In1937-7, Hitler signed the Anti-Comintern Pact. Which TWO other countries signed
this this too?

2. What was the Anti-Comintern Pact an alliance against?

3. Define Anschluss.

4. What did the Treaty of Versailles say about Anschluss?

5. What did Germany and Austria have in common? (Name TWO things)

6. Which TWO of Hitler's foreign policy aims would he be able to fulfil by forming a union
with Austria?

7. What was name of the Austrian Chancellor who was trying to stop Hitler getting what he
wanted?

8. The Austrian Chancellor decided on a plebiscite. What is a plebiscite?
9. What evidence is there that the Nazi invasion of Austria was badly planned?

10. What was the response of Britain and France to Hitler's actions?




17. What was the Sudeten Crisis?
The Sudeten Crisis, 1938

Hitler had taken many steps on the road to war and was getting more and more confident
that he could do as he pleased without anyone trying 10 Stop him. None of his actions had
been violent, but his next step was to change this.

A map showing the Sudetenland

Koy |
-W:mumawonw

o Murich, S0 Segtember 1938
-Mwmmtﬁmwwm

Itaky 3t Vierrs. 2 Octobar 1608

[l Gascr terseory arnened by Poanc. | Noverie: 1938

« Chamberlain flew to Berchtesgarden to meet Hitler,
Chamberlain wantod 1o appease Hitler to prevent war, S0 agreed to allow Hitler to take the Sudetenland 50 long as his
actions were peaceful,

« Chamberlain then met with the Czechs and forced them 10 agree to Hitvler's terms,

« On 22 September, Chamberlain met Hitler at Bad Godsberg, where Hitler changed his demands: the Sudetenland would be
handed aver ta him by 1 Dctober and Hungary and Poland must also be given Czech land.

The Munich Conference, 29 September 1938
* Chamberizin, Hitler, Mussolini and Daladier [the French president] met in Munich.
* They sccepted the demands Hitler had made at Bad Godsberg.

* Chamberlain and Daladier said they had prevented Hitler -
had guaranteed ‘peace in our time’. = promised not to take any more land. Chamberiain said he

* The Czechs were not consuited.

* The USSR was not consuited. This made Stalin think that he could not trust Britain and France.

J
Hitler invades the Sudeteniand, 10 October 1338 '
S . { - O ‘

Troops marched in, but unlike
events in the Rhineland and
Austria, the Czechs saw thisas a
real military invasion.




Was Appeasement a good idea?

18.

The ending of appeasement
Hitter had grown confident that ne one would stop him from taking over wherever he
wanted. However, when he invaded C sechoslovakia other countries finally realised
that appeasing him was not working. Many historians have argued that the pelicy of

appeasement was a big mistake.
AGAINST

Arguments for and against appeasement

Versailles had /" Hitier made no
been too harsh on x::: 3:::’ f:?.
Germany l War costs lives, } viclonce i
‘ n - > ‘r 50 It should be
":' | | avoided [
|| veeswiion | |
==y ) % sisnd
N / 7~ Opporvaniies o
Hitber said ho /| stop Hitler when be was |
| was aman of weak, such as when
peace \ ne remilitarised the
Hitler's actong Rninatand, were missed |
gave people what '
thay wanted e.g & e
‘ Anschluss ‘ -’ \ % ) ( Hitler grew \
- Lt ‘ contident
' - o \ .Y |
o - '
The people of Britain . // N A ST
~ Appeasement /Appeasement was "\
morally wrong l

‘ did not want war
|
)

‘/
i
Sy Tzechoslovakia was strong

|

War wan \ f
100 expensive 3 ‘,‘ \ \
‘ during the Great | — [ \
| / Hatler could be / \
| an ally against | / \ | and modern, and 5o could have
| + made a stand against Hitler, but
PRSLIGAWOUR: DO ') ‘ was forced 1o back down

Dopression
Cammunism
| support Brivain and

| |
\ | |"Y ‘ o — .‘ -
I‘ y -~ = — E—
f S B~
The USSR was
|

allenated

i

i
Brivsh rearmament

dud not start until
1936 ~ Britain wao

not rendy for war

| -

¢ Hitler's foreign policy meant he would invade other countries
However, Britai .
. Britain and France were reluctant to go to war, so followed the policy of

appeasement.
e Thi
IS taugnt Hitler he could do as he wantad and so Europe got closer to war, as he

remilitarised the Rhineland, forced
and then took the rest of Czechoslovakia uss on Austna, invaded the Sudeteniand,
3

—

P an




Q REVIEW QUIZ 10: Appeasement

1. Define the term/policy '‘Appeasement’.

2. Give TWO reasons why Appeasement was a good idea.

3. Give TWO reasons why Appeasement was a bad idea and Britain and France should NOT
have followed this policy.

4. Where was the Sudetenland?
5. Who lived there?

6. Why did Hitler want to take control of this area?

7. What was the name of the British Prime Minister at this time who met Hitler to discuss
this area?

8. How many times did Hitler meet with the British Prime Minister in 19382

9. What was the name of the final agreement that was reached between them on the 29™

September 19382

10. Which TWO countries were notably absent at this meeting?




19. What was the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

The Nazi-Soviet Pact

mm'nmﬂmmmudbeﬁnnd-hmhecwtdnumocelebenmum.aswdlas
cmtammwgmwmofwtmugofmmuj invading land that was taken away
from Germany in 1919. However, the USSR considered Poland to be part of its sphere of
influence, $0 invading meant Hitler could face 3 war on two fronts ~ Britain and France in
the west and the USSR in the east - which was one of the reasons Germany had lost the
First World War Hitler had to eliminate the threat of the USSR, 50 on 23 August 1939 Hitler

and Stalin signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact.

What was in it for Germany?

Hitler could invade Potand without facing a war on two
fronts. Britain and France had promised to peotect
Poland, but the USSR would not interfere.

o Britain and France would now face war with Germany
without the USSR as their ally

o The USSR had 3 massive army, which would no longer

L be o threat to Germany

What was in It for the USSR?

o Stalin feh Britain and France had snubbed him by leaving
him out of the Munich Conference and he thought they
were being weak by appeasing Hitler. He realised he
could not trust them to help protact the USSR if Hitler
invaded.

o Britain and France had sent minor diplomats with no real
authority to meet with Stalin. Hitler had sent a senior Nazi, he seemed 10 respect
the USSR,

| o Hitler agreed that Stalin would be given Polish territory, Stalin would not even
' have to send troops.

o Stalin feared that Hitler would invade the USSR, but he was not roady to fight
Becoming allies bought him time to prepare

o Land in Poland would act as a buffer 2one if Hitler did decide 10 invade the USSR.

The invasion of Poland and the declaration
of war

The Nazl-Soviet Pact meant that Britain and France realisod that the policy of appeaserment
had failed. They had already agreed to protect Poland if Hitler invaded, and now they
formalised this agreement, war seemed inevitable. Without the threat of war on two fronts,

Hitler felt confident enough to invade Poland. On 1 September 1939, o German battieship
attacked Danzig and the German army and Luftwaffe descended on Poland

On 3 September 1939, the British sent an ultimatum - Hitler must leave Poland by 11.00am or
Britain would declare war, mmmmmwmmww&mmmo‘sw

Poland was overrun within four weeks, and Hitler thought Britain and France would back
down, He wos wrong,




20. Why did World War II break out?

WhommponsiblofortheoutbmkoftheSeoond
World War?

The Second World War broke out on 3 September 19309, when Hitler ignored demands from Britain and France
that he withdraw from Poland. This was the short-term spark that ignited war. In reality the possibility of war
had been building throughout the 1830s, and several people could be held responsible 10 some degree.

Hitler

. Wmminhisbuokueihxompfﬂmhewouidusevidencewmakeﬁetmngsxmga@in
« Toreign policy aims included | sbensraum, buﬂdingagteater&ermang,unﬁingsummwaing ?.5;,

peoﬂe.anddomﬂghgtheﬁeatqofwues.whichmmhohadwiwadeometcounmes -
. Brol\ethetreazgolv@&sailles.whichmsintunaﬁonal law Bt
« invaded Poland, which prompted Britain and France to declare war

{4

Chamberlain

. Missedoppormnhbsmmpﬁﬂw,bemsedappeasem

. FaﬂédtoactwtwnﬂitlerremiﬁwisedmR!ﬁmhrd.hmissugotheﬂazismnotreadg
fmm—ifthmbeminhtdmedﬂhlemwldhmbemfomdwswp

. thsmwmmmmnm.mmmmim:
cwwgmmmdahm,wﬁchmabhdhhmwengdnnhbam

. &wmmﬁommumwmm.Mamdemmmmm
to sign the Nazi-Soviet Pact

Stalin

* Signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact despite Hitler wanting to destroy Communism
. msimoftheUSSR‘smdfolcesmeamHmerhadaMgemdpwerfulnm
. Thepactnmt%wwbmhww&hawmm&omwhcmablewmmm

Other factors
o Invaded Manchuria in 1931, walked out of o Invaded Abyssinia which destroyed people’s
' the | eague of Nations in February 1933, and confidence in the League of Nations
then mainland China in 1937 - which some « In 1938, did not intervene when Hitler carried out
historians say was the start of the Second Anschluss, which convinced Hitler that he could do as
World War ‘ he pleased
o Signed the Anti-Comintern Pact and Pact of » Signed the Anti-Comintern Pact and the Pact of Steel
\ Steel with Hitler with Hitler

\, =x

T W@}

o Treaty of Versailles was resented by Germany and inspired Hitler's foreign For "‘9" on the
policy — to re-unite German speaking people, build a greater Germany and claim Abyssinian crisis see
Lebensraum pages 36-37; for

o Bythe 1930s, many people felt that Versailies had been too harsh and turned ‘ ":‘h"‘” see pages

49-49
|

a blind eye when Hitler started 10 break It
\ ——




= This made the League weaker, so certain countries
were prepared to act more aggressively and risk
the outbreak of all-out war, because they didn™t
fear military action from the USA

* As aresult of the USAs absence from the League,
€conomic sanctions were useless because
aggressive countries could trade with the USA

Fear of Communism

* Britain and France allowed Hitler 1o grow strong as
they thought Germany could act as a buffer zone
against Communism

* Their actions upset Stalin who agreed to the
Nazi-Soviet Pact as he felt they would not support
him if Hitler attacked

* America demanded back loans from Germanyasa
result of the Depression; this led to the coliapse of
German industry and more people voting for Hitier,
who was making many promises 1o them

* Some countries [suchas Japan and Itaég] acted

more aggressively in order 1o secure supplies of

raw materials and build empires

The weakness and collapse of the League of Nations

* Hitler saw that he could get away with invading
other countries without being punished, just like
Japan had done in Manchuria and Mussolini had in
Abyssinia

* Mgjor countries [such as the USA] were not
members of the League, meaning it was not a
forceful military or economic threat:; the League
did not have its own army

* Hitler signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact, in spite of hating

Communism, because it meant he could avoid a war
on two fronts when he invaded Poland.

® Sualin signed it to gain territory and time to prepare
for war with Hitler.

* Staiin knew Hitler would attack, but felt he could not
redy on the USSR's oid allies, Britain and France.

* The pact gave Hitler the confidence to attack Poland,
but when he did Britain and France stood by their

Second World War started on 3 September 1939.

promise to protect Poland, and declared war. The J

REVIEW QUIZ 11: Nazi-Soviet Pact/Poland

1. Hitler ignored the Munich Agreement and invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia in March 1939.

What did Britain and France now do?

2. What TWO things were agreed in the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

3. When was the pact signed? (month and year)

4. What was the name of the Soviet leader?

5. How did Germany benefit from this Pact?

6. How did the USSR benefit from this Pact?

7. Which TWO foreign policy aims would Hitler be fulfilling by invading

8. Why didn't the USSR trust Britain and France?

9. What happened on the 1°" September 1939?

10. When did Britain and France finally declare war on Germany?




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1
)

a Source A criticises the remilitarisation of the Rhineland. How do you know?
Explain your answer by using Source A and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

| Source A - A British cartoon
from 1936 called 'The Goose
Step' - this was the name for a
type of march that Nazi troops
used at parades

b) Source A criticises the Munich Agreement. How do you know? Explain your answer
by using Source A and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

Source A - A Russian cartoon
from 1938; the caption reads
'‘Onwards to the east!' and the
'meat’ on the plate is labelled
Czechoslovakia

c) Source A criticises the Nazi-Soviet Pact. How do you know? Explain your answer by
using Source A and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

Source A - An American
cartoon from 1939. The
caption reads ‘Wonder how
long the honeymoon will last?’

WONEER Hows Lov B Howewiok e L




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2

How useful are Sources B and C to an historian studying the causes of World War II?

Source B - A British
cartoon published in
September 1939
commenting on the Nazi-
Soviet Pact. The standing
figures represent Hitler
and Stalin. The figure on
the ground represents

Poland.
Appeasement has been totally defeated. The Munich
agreement has abandoned Czechoslovakia. This is a Source C- Winston
disaster for Great Britain and France. There can never Churchill speaking in the
be friendship between British democracy and an House of Commons in
aggressive, pitiless and murderous Nazi government. October 1938 after the
The danger still exists and now we will pay the price Munich Conference.
for pursuing good intentions, avoiding a fight and Churchill was a leading
neglecting our air defences. British politician.




/ APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 3

a) Write an account of how the remilitarisation of the Rhineland increased tension in
1936. (8 marks)

b) Write an account of how problems relating to the Sudetenland led to an international
crisis in 1938. (8 marks)

APPLY - PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4

a) 'Hitler's aggression was the main reason why World War ITI broke out’. How far do
you agree with this statement? (16 marks + 4 SPaG)

b) 'The policy of appeasement was the main reason for the outbreak of World War IT'.
How far do you agree with this statement? (16 marks + 4 SPaG) - (7+ model answer
at the back)




EXAM QUESTION 4 MARK SCHEME

4... 'How far do you agree with this statement? Essay question (16 marks
+ 4 marks SPaG)

Level 4

Complex evaluation of stated factors and other
factor(s) leading to a sustained judgement.

You have used a range of accurate, detailed and
relevant knowledge. Your argument is sustained -
evident throughout the answer. It is well-organised,
written and fully explained. You have considered the
relationship between causes.

13-16 marks

Level 3

Developed explanation of the stated factor and
other factor(s)

You have used a range of accurate, detailed and
relevant knowledge. Your answer is well-organised,
written and fully explained.

9-12 marks

Level 2

Simple explanation of stated factor and other
factor(s)

You have used specific knowledge and understanding.

Your answer is simple and relevant to the question,
which is structured.

5-8 marks

Level 1

Basic explanation of one or more factors

You have provided a basic explanation using your
knowledge of the topic.

1-4 marks




REVIEW QUIZ ANSWERS

QUIZ 1: Treaty of Versailles - aims & terms

. Name the 'Big Three'. Clemenceau, Lloyd George, Wilson

. Name TWO points included in the US President’'s 'Fourteen Points. self-determination;
disarmament & a League of Nations

. Give TWO reasons why the French Prime Minister wanted a harsh settlement. 1. He
had seen France invaded twice by Germany and wanted to weaken Germany so they could
not attack again. 2. He had seen the great suffering caused by WWTI so wanted to punish
Germany. 3. The French people wanted Germany punished so he was reflecting their
opinion.

. What TWO things did the British Prime Minister want Germany to lose? Its colonies
and its navy

. What is the difference between an armistice and a peace treaty? armistice is a
ceasefire - this was signed on the 11™ November 1918; peace treaty is the agreements
reached to deal with the defeated countries - signed in June 1919

. Define the term 'diktat’. a dictated settlement - Germany had to sign the peace treaty,
or the war would resume

. Give TWO (specific) territorial losses imposed on Germany at Versailles. Lost Alsace-
Lorraine to France/Lost West Prussia & Posen to Poland to allow them access to the
sea/Lost Upper Silesia to Poland/Anschluss was forbidden/Lost all colonies/Lost Saar
coalfields for 15 years

. Give TWO nmilitary restrictions imposed on Germany at Versailles. Army limited to
100,000 troops/no conscription allowed/no tanks, submarines, aeroplanes/6é battleships

only/Rhineland to become a demilitarised zone

. What did the ‘War Guilt Clause’ state? Germany to take full responsibility for starting
the war and the damage caused by it

What was the reparations bill? £6,600million




QUIZ 2: Treaty of Versailles - reactions

. When was the Treaty of Versailles signed? (month and year) June 1919

. Name one thing that Georges Clemenceau liked: military restrictions; re- gaining lost land;
reparations. AND one thing that he disliked: reparations could have been higher; Germany could
have lost control of the Rhineland; military restrictions could have been much harsher.

. Name one thing that David Lloyd George liked: received reparation payments; gained territory
from the German Empire; German navy was heavily reduced AND one thing that he disliked:
the Treaty was oo harsh & the German people might one day seek revenge; Germany was
weakened too heavily which affected Britain's trading relationship with her.

. Name one thing that Woodrow Wilson liked: the creation of a LON; many small nations were
given independence AND one thing that he disliked: Germany lost her Empire but rather than
those nations being granted independence, they were simply controlled by Britain/France; Treaty
was oo harsh and another war would follow.

. The US Congress refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles. What does this mean? They
refused to sign it, so the US did not join the LON (which was a term of the Treaty)

. Name TWO terms of the Treaty that Germany disliked and the reasons why. 1. Loss of land
- around 6 million Germans found themselves living outside of German territory. 2. Military
restrictions - Germans felt vulnerable - the much-reduced army and navy was not big enough to
protect them. 3. War Guilt Clause - having to accept all the blame (and then all the terms of the
Treaty). 4. Reparations - the big was far too large.

. Name TWO ways in which the Treaty contributed to great instability in Germany. 1. The
new government (the Weimar Republic) was seen as weak for signing the treaty. 2. There was
political chaos in Germany after 1919 from both Communists and Nazis. 3. They failed to pay
reparations in 1922, which resulted in an invasion by the French and Belgians. This led to
hyperinflation in 1923.

. The German government was branded the ‘November Criminals’. What did this mean and was
it true? They signed the Armistice (November 1918). They only did so on the advice of the
German generals, therefore they should not be blamed for Germany asking for a ceasefire in
November 1918.

. Outline TWO arguments that could be made to defend the peacemakers at Versailles. 1.TIt
was only right that Germany, as the losing country should pay for the damage. 2. If Germany had
won the war, they too would have imposed an extremely strict treaty on Britain and France. 3.
Germany were very harsh when Russia withdrew from WWI. 4. The peacemakers had to act
quickly and under lots of pressure from those at home - it was always going to be very difficult to
please everyone.

What happened to Germany's allies at the end of WWI? They were also forced to
accept peace treaties which resulted in them loosing land, military restrictions etc.




QUIZ 3: The Leaque of Nations - Aims & membership

. Where was the League based and why was this place chosen? Geneva, Switzerland -
this country had not been involved in the war, so was seen as a neutral and peaceful
county.

. What were the THREE main aims of the League? 1. Keep the peace - stop war from
breaking out. 2. Encourage disarmament. 3. Improve living and working conditions

. Who were the FOUR permanent members of the League's Council who made all the
big decisions? Britain, France, I'taly and Japan

. Why didn't the USA join the League? Congress said no - they wanted to isolate
themselves from Europe as they had seen so many young Americans die in WWTI and they
did not want to get dragged into another war (avoid European entanglements)

. Which other TWO (key) countries did NOT join the League in 1920 AND why?
Russia - was not allowed/invited to join as they were a Communist country, the others
were suspicious of them. Germany - was not invited as they lost the War and this was
part of their punishment.

. The League planned to keep peace through ‘collective security’. What did this mean
in practice? All members would work together to make sure that peace was kept

. What THREE stages would the League go through to deal with an aggressor? 1. Moral
condemnation - telling the aggressor to stop. 2. Economic sanctions - stop trading with
the aggressor. 3. Military sanctions - Send troops to fight against the aggressor

. Why have some historians called the League ‘toothless? The League did not have an
Army of its own therefore it had no firm way of stopping an aggressor

. What do the words, a) unanimous, every member had to agree to a decision in the
Assembly b) veto, council members could stop a ruling with their vote mean in the
context of the League?

What was the name of the body that settled international arguments on
behalf of the League? Permanent Court of International Justice




QUIZ 4: The Leaque of Nations in the 1920s & agreements outside the Leaque

1.

In 1921, the League solved a dispute between Poland and Germany over part of
Upper Silesia. How did it do this? By ordering a plebiscite (a vote by the people) to
decide who should control this area

. Which TWO countries disagreed over the Aaland Islands? Finland and Sweden

Give TWO examples of the successes that the League had to improve people's
living and working conditions. Re-settling refugees; working to abolish slavery around
the world; encouraged many countries to set a minimum wage; set up the Health
Committee (now the WHO); started a campaign to improve health, e.g. to kill
mosquitoes.

Why was the League able to deal with Greece (when they invaded Bulgaria) in
1925 but not Italy in 1923? Greece was a small country who was unwilling o risk
power relations with powerful members of the League, therefore listened to their
ruling, whereas Italy was large, powerful and a permanent member of the Council who
found it much easier to ignore the League.

What did Poland do in 1920 and then ignore the League, when they tried to hold
her to account? Invade and occupy Vilna, the capital of Lithuania

What did the Italian leader do in 1923? Mussolini ordered the invasion of the
Greek island of Corfu

Who signed the Locarno Treaties? (Name the TWO main countries) France and
Germany

What was promised at Locarno? That France and Germany would respect their joint
borders and not invade each other. Germany also promised to keep troops out of the
Rhineland.

What was the purpose of the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928? All 61 signatories
promised not to go to war to solve disputes

10. How did these agreements make the League appear weak? These agreements were

not the work of the League. There should have been no need for such agreements if
nations listened to the League, as its main aim was to keep the peace.




QUIZ 5: The League of Nations in the early 1930s

. What international crisis caused great problems for the League after 19292 The
Great Depression

. Where was Manchuria? China

. Why did Japan invade? Give TWO reasons. 1. Japan was suffering because of the Great
Depression - its main export (silk) was not selling and unemployment was rising. 2. Japan
lacked natural resources/raw materials so looked elsewhere for them. 3. Manchuria was
easy to invade (as rule by the Chinese was weak) 4. To distract people from their
problems at home. 5. Manchuria had fertile farmland and lots of natural resources.

. What was the Mukden Incident? An explosion on the South Manchurian Railway (Sept.
1931) set off by Japan to give them an excuse to invade Manchuria.

. Why was the League so slow to act in the face of clear aggression by the Japanese?
Give TWO reasons. 1. They incident was so far away. 2. Japan was a powerful member of
the League. 3. They could not afford to send troops as they were suffering from the
Depression. 4. There was no point stopping to trade with Japan as Japan's main trading
partner was the USA (who were not members of the League) 5. The nearest country was
the USSR, but they could not be asked to help as they were not members of the League.

. Who did the League send out to the area to investigate, Lord Lytton, b) What was the
problem with his report? It was published over a year after the initial invasion.

. What did Japan do when asked to leave Manchuria? Ignored them and left the League

. Which TWO men began to wonder how they might be able to get around the League
too? Hitler (Germany) and Mussolini (Italy)

10. What did Germany ask for at the Disarmament Conference, organised by the League

(1932-4)? For other nations to disarm, as they had to OR to be allowed fo rearm - e.g.
have an army the same size to that of France

11. What did Germany do when their request was denied? Left the League




7.

8.

9.

QUIZ 6: Abyssinia/Failure of the League

Why did Mussolini want Abyssinia? Give TWO reasons. 1. To rebuild the Ancient Roman
Empire. 2. Abyssinia was an easy target because Italy already controlled bordering
colonies. 3. It was rich in natural resources so good for the economy. 4. Revenge - Italy
had previously (in 1896) tried and failed to invade. 5. Mussolini did not think the LON
would take any action.

What was the name of the Abyssinian Emperor? Haile Selassie

. What sanctions DID the League impose? Name TWO. 1. LON not allowed to sell

weapons to Italy. 2. LON no longer buying Italian goods.

What sanctions did the League NOT impose? Name TWO sanctions 1. oil. 2. steel. 3.
iron. 4. coal. All these products continued to be sold to Italy. 5. Failure to close the Suez
Canal.

Why did the League fail to impose effective sanctions on Italy? Give TWO reasons. 1.
The British were worried that banning the trade in coal would cause unemployment at
home. 2. The LON thought banning oil was pointless because the USA was still trading
with Italy. 3. To avoid upsetting Mussolini - they were worried he would unite with Hitler,
so they tried to keep him on side.

What was the Hoare-Laval Pact? A secret agreement drawn up by the British &French
foreign ministers. The plan was that Italy would be given half of Abyssinia but without
Abyssinia’'s permission. In exchange they would halt their invasion.

What did Italy do in May 1936? Leave the League

Explain how the following factors contributed to the failure of the League:

The Great Depression Ordinary people were suffering so turned to extremist dictators,
e.g. Hitler, to solve their problems; Other countries, e.g. Britain &France were concerned
with their own problems so focused on those more than international issues.

Structural weaknesses The League only met once a year; Decision-making was slow as
Council decisions had to be unanimous; Structure was complex. League had no Army of its
own.

10. Membership No USA; Germany and the USSR not allowed to join at the start; Italy and

Japan left early.




QUIZ 7: Hitler's aims and foreign policy, 1933-5

1. What were Hitler's foreign policy AIMS? (Name TWO).

2. What were Hitler's foreign policy AIMS? (Name TWO more).
0 Overturn the Treaty of Versailles

0 Re-arm

0 Take 'Lebensraum'’ - living space

0 Unite all German speakers in a Greater Germany

0 'Anschluss’ or union with Austria

0 Destroy Communism

3. What does ‘Lebensraum’ mean? Living space

4. What does 'Anschluss’ mean? Union between Germany and Austria

5. What did Hitler start doing (in secret) in 1933? Re-arming

6. Which conference did Hitler leave in 1933 when he failed to get what he wanted?

The (World) Disarmament Conference

7a) Which country did Hitler try (and fail) to take over in 1934? Austria b) What was the
name of the Chancellor (leader) of that country? Dollfuss

8. Which other leader warned Hitler off by moving his troops to the border? Mussolini

9.What is a plebiscite? A vote by the people on a particular issue - like a referendum.

10. Why was Hitler delighted to regain the Saar? It was a rich industrial areq, e.g. it had

coalfields he could use to power his industry and build weapons.




QUIZ 8: Hitler's foreign policy, 1935-6

. What did Hitler show off to the world in a famous rally in March 1935? Weapons
and troops.

. What was the name of the agreement between Britain, France and Italy that stated
that they would work together to stop Hitler from breaking any more terms of the
Treaty of Versailles, signed in April 1935? Stresa Front

. What exactly did the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of June 1935 enable Hitler to
do? Include statistics here. Build up his navy to 35% the size of Britain's navy.

. What did the signing of this agreement suggest about Britain's attitude towards the
Treaty of Versailles? Britain was willing to compromise over the exact terms of the
Treaty.

. Where was the Rhineland? The area around the River Rhine in Germany - next to the
border with France.

. The Rhineland was re-militarised in March 1936. What does this mean? Troops,
weapons or fortifications were put back in the area.

. Why did Hitler re-militarise the Rhineland? To protect Germany against attack from
the West (from France etc.). Hitler knew that he would need to invade countries in the
East to gain Lebensraum (living space) which would provoke a response from the West.

. Why didn't the League respond to this clear violation of the terms of the Treaty
and stop Hitler? They felt that Germany had a right to protect their own borders; they
were busy dealing with the Ttalian invasion of Abyssinia; They were suffering from the
Depression; France was in the middle of a General Election campaign.

. Could Hitler have been stopped in 1936? Explain your answer. Yes, Hitler's army was
not big enough to fight. If France had taken any action, then Germany would have been
easily defeated.

10. What did Britain and France start doing after this event? Start re-arming.




QUIZ 9: Hitler's foreign policy, 1937-8

1. In 1937-7, Hitler signed the Anti-Comintern Pact. Which TWO other countries
signed this this too? Italy and Japan

2. What was the Anti-Comintern Pact an alliance against? Communist USSR

3. Define Anschluss. A union between Austria & Germany

4. What did the Treaty of Versailles say about Anschluss? It was forbidden

5. What did Germany and Austria have in common? Name TWO things Similar cultures;
shared a language; united in WWL.

6. Which TWO of Hitler's foreign policy aims would he be able to fulfil by forming a
union with Austria? 1. United all German speakers (Volksdeutsche) 2. Destroying the
Treaty of Versailles

7. What was name of the Austrian Chancellor who was trying to stop Hitler getting
what he wanted? Schuschnigg

8. The Austrian Chancellor decided on a plebiscite. What is a plebiscite? A vote by the
people - like a referendum

9. What evidence is there that the Nazi invasion of Austria was badly planned? Tanks
had to stop at Austrian petrol station to fill up with fuel!l Commanders used tourist
guides to find their way to the capital!

10. What was the response of Britain and France to Hitler's actions? They accepted
them! Nothing was done to stop Hitler.




10.

QUIZ 10: Appeasement

Define the term/policy ‘Appeasement’ negotiation over war.

Give TWO reasons why Appeasement was a good idea. 1. It avoided war, which nobody
wanted. 2. Hitler's demands were reasonable - the Treaty of Versailles had been too
harsh. 3. Britain was dealing with a Depression so had its own problems to sort out. 4.
Britain was not ready to fight; it had only just started rearming. 5. Hitler was standing
up to Communism - this should be encouraged!

Give TWO reasons why Appeasement was a bad idea and Britain and France should
NOT have followed this policy. 1. It encouraged Hitler to keep making demands. 2. Tt
made Britain seem weak. 3. It alienated the USSR.

Where was the Sudetenland? Czechoslovakia

Who lived there? 3-million German speakers

Why did Hitler want to take control of this area? The area had many factories and
raw materials.

What was the name of the British Prime Minister at this time who met Hitler to
discuss this area? Neville Chamberlain

How many times did Hitler meet with the British Prime Minister in 19382 3

What was the name of the final agreement that was reached between them on the
29 September 1938? The Munich Agreement

Which TWO countries were notably absent at this meeting? Czechoslovakia and the
USSR.




QUIZ 11: Nazi-Soviet Pact/Poland

1. Hitler ignored the Munich Agreement and invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia in
March 1939. What did Britain and France now do? They promised to defend Poland
should they be the next to be invaded.

2. What TWO things were agreed in the Nazi-Soviet Pact? 1. Not to go to war with one
another. 2. Divide Poland between them.
3. When was the pact signed? (month and year) August 1939

4. What was the name of the Soviet leader? Josef Stalin

5. How did Germany benefit from this Pact? They could avoid a war on two fronts.

6. How did the USSR benefit from this Pact? They were secure from German invasion
(and gained part of Poland)

7. Which TWO foreign policy aims would Hitler be fulfilling by invading the USSR?
1. Destroy Communism. 2. Lebensraum.

8. Why didn't the USSR trust Britain and France? They had seen how weak Britain and
France had been when dealing with Japanese, Italian and German aggression throughout

the 1930s. They had not been invited to the Munich Conference. They knew how much
Britain and France hated Communism.

9. What happened on the 15" September 1939? Germany invaded Poland

10. When did Britain and France finally declare war on Germany? 3™ September 1939




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1 ANSWER (5+)

Source A opposes the Treaty of Versailles. How do you know? Explain your answer using
this Source and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

SWALLDW 1T el THER |
|‘ ou Liml ot OF e !

A British cartoon, 1919. The Big Four are holding the spoon. On the box it says, '‘Big Four Pills
worth millions a box'.

I know that this cartoon opposes the Treaty of Versailles because it shows the Big Four making
Germany swallow a very large pill. This pill represents the 'Peace Terms' and the large size of it
suggests that the terms of the Treaty are far too harsh. The large hand that is squeezing
'Germany’ represents the victorious powers during World War I. Germany is being represented
as weak and helpless. Some people viewed Germany in this way in 1919.

(Level 2: 3/4 - refer to the provenance (NOP) of this source in your answer)




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2 ANSWER (5+)

How useful are Sources B and C to a historian studying the Manchurian Crisis, 1931-3?
Explain your answer using Sources B and C and your contextual knowledge. (12 marks)

I was sad to find everyone (at the League) so
dejected. The Assembly was a dead thing. The
Council was without confidence in itself. Benes
(the Czech leader) who is not given to hysterics
said (about people at the League) ‘They are too
frightened. I tell them we are not going to have
war now; we have five years before us, perhaps
six. We must make the most of them.’

Source B - A British cartoon by Source C - Part of a letter by Sir Austen
David Low, 1933 Chamberlain, a British politician in 1932 written
in the middle of the Manchurian Crisis following
a visit to the League.

Source B is a cartoon showing the Japanese walking all over a doormat, which represents the
League of Nations. The League is lying there lifeless. It is showing the Manchurian Crisis was a
disaster for the League. The League is shown bowing down to Japanese aggression in this
source. We know that the Lytton Report found Japan to be the aggressor in this Crisis, but
that Japan simply ignored the League's ruling. This source is useful because it demonstrates the
League's inability to deal with the aggressor of powerful countries in the early 1930s.

Source C is from a British politician. He is saying from first-hand evidence that people at the
League were dejected. They thought that the League was in a hopeless mess. This is useful
because it is from someone at the time. We know that some people felt that failure to impose
effective sanctions on Japan dealt a serious blow to the League. Although many believed that
the League would be able to deal with a similar event in Europe, closer to home, there were
those who saw the response differently. From this point on, countries like Italy and Germany

saw how powerless the League really was. The views of Austen Chamberlain are useful to an
historian as he had visited the League at this time and could therefore get a sense of the mood.

(Level 3: 8/12 - refer to the content and provenance of BOTH sources; consider the
usefulness of the sources as a pair)




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 3 ANSWER (5+)

Write an account of how events in Abyssinia became an international crisis in the years
1934 to 1936. (8 marks)

Following an incident at Wal-Wal, Haile Selassie, the Abyssinian leader asked the League for
help, in December 1934. Mussolini went on to invade Abyssinia in 1935. Events in Abyssinia
became an international crisis because Britain and France were seen to undermine the League of
Nations. The Hoare-Laval Plan was leaked by the press, exposing the fact that the foreign
ministers of the fwo most powerful members of the League were willing to give in to Mussolini
by offering him land in order o end the invasion. The League was meant fo prevent war, but key
members were willing to ignore Mussolini's aggression to keep him as an ally against Hitler. This
made the League look weak.

(Level 2: 4/8 - A chronological account is needed with 2 paragraphs that consider the
how/why tensions increased throughout the crisis)

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4 ANSWER (5+)

The main reason why Germany hated the Treaty of Versailles was because of its military
terms’. How far do you agree with this statement? (16 marks + 4 SPaG)

Germany hated the Treaty of Versailles. They particularly hated its military terms. These
terms had a huge impact on their sense of pride and made them feel vulnerable and unable to
defend themselves if needed. Their army was reduced to 100,000 men and conscription was
banned. Their navy was reduced to 6 battleships and was not allowed to include tanks. They
were not allowed an air force.

Germany also hated the reparations clause. This was set at £6,600 million in 1921. They felt
this was too much.

The war guilt clause was particularly hated. Germany had to take full responsibility for starting
the war. They felt this was unfair.

Finally, they lost a great deal of land. Germany was split in fwo by the Polish Corridor. They also
lost land to France, Belgium and Denmark. They lost people and resources. All their overseas
colonies were given o the League of Nations. They felt this weakened their economy.

(Level 3: 9/16 - Greater detail needed when explaining each reason; links/ the relationship
between the reasons needed with a conclusion/ overall judgement at the end)




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1 ANSWER (7+)

Source A opposes Germany. How do you know? Explain your answer using this Source and
your contextual knowledge. (4 marks)

A cartoon published in Britain in February 1919 entitled ‘Giving Him Rope'.

Source A is a cartoon produced in the British magazine Punch in February 1919, at the
beginning of the negotiations at the Paris Peace Conference. The purpose of the source
is o persuade Lloyd George, the British Prime Minister to ensure that Germany is
punished harshly in the treaty. This cartoon opposes Germany.

The source shows a criminal - a nasty, violent character who is un-trustworthy. This
person represents Germany. The suggestion is that Germany cannot be trusted and
therefore, needs a harsh punishment. The destruction in the background represents the
impact of World War I. The cartoonist is blaming Germany for this. Britain and France
are being portrayed as the Allied police. They are the 'good guys' who are protecting
Britain. The rope being used to tie ‘Germany’ up is labelled ‘Armistice terms’. The
suggestion is that as a criminal he/Germany needs to be restrained to stop them from
hurting others. The message here is that the Allies are right to get tough with Germany
who is dangerous and evil. The caption states, German criminal to the Allied police:
'Here, I say, stop! You're hurting me! but then, thinking that no one can hear, 'If I only
whine enough I may be able to wriggle out of this yet'. This suggests that Germany
cannot be trusted. The message here is that Britain must not allow Germany to claim
their punishment is too harsh.




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2 ANSWER (7+)

How useful are Sources B and C to a historian studying opinions about the Treaty of Versailles?
Explain your answer using the sources and your contextual knowledge. (12 marks)

“Nations should not morally visit on the children of their
enemies the wrongdoings of parents or of rulers. The
Treaty includes no provisions for the economic recovery
of Europe - nothing to make the defeated Central
Empires into good neighbours. The Big Three were
preoccupied with other issues - Clemenceau to crush the
economic life of his enemy, Lloyd George to bring home
something that would be acceptable for a week, the
President to do nothing that was not just and right.”

The title of Source B shows a very negative opinion fowards Clemenceau and, by extension, the
Treaty of Versailles. The purpose of this source is to share the common German view that this
Treaty was extremely unfair and harsh. Germany felt that limiting their army to 100,000 men
was an unreasonable request for such a big country and the weapons beside the helpless
innocent German woman represent this. When this cartoon was published the exact reparations
amount was still being finalised. The effect on Germany having to pay huge reparations is
reflected in the 'lifeblood' of Germany being sucked out. This, along with the War Guilt Clause
was considered the most severe terms. Published in a German newspaper, this source is useful,
as the cartoonist was reflecting the commonly held hatred of the Treaty, and of those in
charge of finalising it - Clemenceau represented as the vampire and USA and Britain
represented as the bats. While this source is useful in finding out about Germany's opinion, it
does not acknowledge France's needs for security and recovery after the destruction of World
War One.

Source C was written by a former British Government employee in 1919, with first-hand insight
into the negotiations, to inform the public of his critical opinion of the Treaty. As a leading
economist, his opinion makes this source useful for a historian. He outlines the lack of ‘economic
recovery for Europe” as Germany was going to be forced to pay for all the war damage. In
addition, the terms of Treaty, which were to limit Germany's ferritories, led Keynes to predict
that there will be animosity in Europe and further tension. He notes that the Big Three were not
interested in ever-lasting peace but had 'other’ issues on their mind. France being the most
affected of the three, was out to seek revenge and cripple Germany, while Lloyd George did
whatever he could do to please the British public's aim for revenge yet still strike a balance for
his own personal aims for a fairer treaty. This source is limited in that Keynes does not consider
the difficulties the democratic leaders had to face to try and please their citizens or come to an
easy unanimous decision. However, it is still useful as it shows historians that despite being
British, Keynes did not share the same sentiments of most in Britain.

Taken together these sources are useful because they reflect similar attitudes to the severity
of Versailles felt by some at the time. They present the view that the treaty was too harsh and
the Big Three were putting themselves first despite being from different origins - the first
one German and the second one British.




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 3 ANSWER (7+)

Write an account of how events in Manchuria became an international crisis in the years
1931-3. (8 marks)

The Manchurian crisis began in September 1931 when the Japanese staged the Mukden incident
and used it as an excuse to take over Manchuria in China. Japan's economy was suffering from
the effects of the Great Depression and the army decided that Manchuria, which was close, was
a good place to invade due to its fertile farmland, industry and natural resources.

One way that events in Manchuria became an international crisis was because Britain and France
felt let down by Japan's invasion of Manchuria. As a permanent member of the League, Japan
should not have committed aggression - one of the most powerful members had broken the
promises made in 1920, the covenant. This meant that the League was forced to act; it could not
be seen fo let Japan get away with this clear act of aggression. They set up the Lytton
Commission, which reported that Japanese forces should not have occupied Manchuria. This
became an international crisis because Japan simply ignored Lytton's findings and left the League
in February 1933. They then went on to start a full-scale invasion of China.

Another way that events in Manchuria lead to an international crisis was because it took the
League so long to react. It took Lord Lytton a long time to travel to Japan, which meant that the
League did not respond until a whole year after the invasion and Japan got to keep Manchuria.
The League had acted slowly and achieved nothing. This became an international crisis because
one of the League's aims was to discourage aggression; members were supposed to trust that the
League would protect them. However, after the Manchurian crisis the League was no longer
respected because it showed that it could not deal with more powerful countries. Mussolini in
Ttaly and Hitler in Germany began to wonder how they might be able to get around the League
too.




PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4 ANSWER (7+)

‘Appeasement was the main reason for the outbreak of World War II.' How far do you
agree with this statement? Explain your answer. (16 marks + 4 SPaG)

The main reason for the outbreak of World War IT in 1939 was Hitler's aggressive foreign policy.
There were other factors that contributed to the outbreak of War, like the Nazi-Soviet Pact
and the failed policy of Appeasement, amongst others. However, it was Hitler's foreign policy
that was the main contributory factor.

The outbreak of war can be blamed on the Nazi-Soviet Pact in the short-term. The pact agreed
that neither the USSR nor Germany would oppose the other in case of a war, and that Poland
would be split between them. This made war inevitable, as Hitler knew that Germany would only
be fighting a war on one front - the Western front. It also gave the USSR some much-needed
time to regain defences and its army. In addition, the Nazi-Soviet Pact also led to the outbreak
of war due to that fact that Britain and France promised to defend Poland if they were invaded.
When this happened, Britain and France were duty-bound to declare war on Germany on the 3™
September 1939. This however was only the case because of Hitler's foreign policy. It was
Germany that invaded Poland on the 15" September which forced Britain and France to act.

In his book Mein Kampf, Hitler made it clear that he wanted to make Germany great again; reverse
the Treaty of Versailles; rearm and unite all German-speaking people. None of this could be
achieved without aggression. Once in power, Hitler was only able to fulfil these aims using
aggression. The Anschluss with Austria in 1938 was an act of aggression - despite the fact it was
portrayed as peaceful and something the Austrian people wanted. Hitler was determined to
destabilise Austria by ordering Austrian Nazis to create as much trouble as possible to put
pressure on Chancellor Schuschnigg. If Hitler could claim that Austrian law and order had broken
down, he could justify marching German troops into Vienna to restore peace. He negotiated the
Munich Agreement by making false promises, which enabled him to enter the Sudetenland in
October 1938. Hitler now had control of the Czech fortifications, which made his next act of
aggression much easier. By March 1939 Germany had seized control of the rest of Czechoslovakia.
This increased tension across Europe and many leading politicians believed that Poland would be
Germany's next victim. This proved to be correct as Hitler confidently invaded Poland on the 15*
September, knowing that the USSR would not intervene. Britain and France however were now
drawn into declaring war. Overall, Hitler's aggressive foreign policy was the main cause of the
outbreak of war.

It could also be argued that war broke out in 1939 due to the policy of Appeasement.
Appeasement meant that Hitler grew confident and took greater risks. For example, when he
remilitarised the Rhineland in 1936, his advisers warned him that if he were challenged Germany
would not be strong enough to resist. If British and French soldiers had acted in any way to stop




Hitler, he would have had to withdraw. As Hitler was not challenged, he realised he could break
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles without punishment. This also meant that he was able to go
on to achieve Anschluss in 1938. The Munich Agreement of September 1938 gave Hitler the
Sudetenland without consulting the Czechs or the USSR. This made it much easier for Hitler to
invade the rest of Czechoslovakia in 1939. Therefore, Appeasement was a factor in causing the
outbreak of war because by Britain and France appeasing Hitler, they missed opportunities to
stop him when he was weak, which meant that he was able to grow more confident and to become
more powerful. Ultimately however, it was Hitler's broken promises and aggressive foreign policy
that led to war breaking out.

Overall, the outbreak of war was due to Hitler's aggressive foreign policy. From as early as the
1920s, Hitler outlined his vision of a powerful Germany, a reversal of the Treaty of Versailles,
the unification of German speaking peoples and the desire for Lebensraum - none of these aims
could be achieved without aggression. Once in power he was able to act on this vision and he began
rearming in 1933. Even if Britain and France had tried to stop him, he would have waited until he
was even stronger to further his territorial claims. Making an alliance with Italy and supporting
the fascists during the Spanish Civil War were also examples of his aggressive motives. It was
this aggression that led to Germany marching into Austria and invading Czechoslovakia and Poland.
Therefore, Hitler's aggressive foreign policy was clearly the main reason for the outbreak of war
in 1939.




